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**Everything you and your family need to 

know about first grade** 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Welcome to First Grade 

We are so pleased to be starting a new school year as 
your child’s teachers.  This year will be an exciting year of 
tremendous academic and personal growth.  We look 
forward to working with you and your family to make this 
year as rewarding as possible.  We need you to encourage 
your child at home by helping to ensure that they have 
completed their assignments, practice skills that they are 
learning, and read to/with them every day.  We all need to 
be partners in the learning process! 

In this handbook you will find information that you will 
need throughout the year.   

Contacting Your Teacher 
  Please use the contact information below to schedule a 
meeting.  You must have an appointment to meet so that 
we are fully prepared with your child’s grades, information, 
etc.  You can contact us by calling the school or emailing us 
or using Parent Square.  We will get back to you within 48 
hours.  
  

Teacher  Email  Room #  Phone # 
Ms. Salazar  dsalazar@pppcs.org  116  410-558-1230 ext. 

310 
Ms. Gillian DiMuzio  gdimuzio@pppcs.org  112  410-558-1230 ext. 

356 
Ms. Risa J 
oab  

rjoab@pppcs.org 
 

111  410-558-1230 ext. 
314 

Ms. Serena Harris  sharris@pppcs.org  212  410-558-1230 ext. 
340 

 

mailto:lgiarratano@pppcs.org
mailto:gzapata@pppcs.org
mailto:sharris@pppcs.org
mailto:hgrandchamp@pppcs.org


Curriculum Overview 
In first grade we will learn a lot of new things!  Below is 

an outline of skills we will cover in math, reading, social 
studies and science. 
 

Math Investigations: 
 
● Numbers and Counting 
● Addition and Subtraction 
● Geometry 
● Compare and Ordering 

Numbers 
● Word Problems with 

Addition and Subtraction 

● Place Value 
● Data Analysis  
● Calendar Skills 
● Patterns 
● Measurement 

 

 
Reading: 

 
● Sight words (1st grade 

dolch list) 
● Writing skills (6+1 traits) 
● Readers Workshop 
● Phonics Skills including:  

o Letter sounds 
o Short and long vowels 
o Verb endings 
o L, R, and S blends 
o Contractions 
o Silent letters 
o Digraphs 
o Final blends 
o Compound words 
o R-controlled vowels 

● Comprehension Skills 
including: 
o Reader’s Read for a 

Purpose 

o Reader’s Use Their 
Schema 

o Reader’s Make 
Predictions 

o Reader’s Make 
Text-to-Text 
Connections 

o Reader’s Retell Stories, 
Details, and Main Ideas 

o Reader’s Create Mental 
Images 

o Reader’s Ask Questions 
o Reader’s Use Illustrations 

and Text Features 
o Reader’s Make 

Inferences 
 



 
 

Social Studies/Science: 
  Social Studies  Science 
Theme 1 
(Quarter 1) 

Building a Community of 
Learners in Baltimore City 

Becoming First Grade 
Earth Explorers 

Theme 2 
(Quarter 2) 

How are Families the Same 
and Different? 

Comparing Animal and 
Plant Families-the Same 
and Different 

Theme 3 
(Quarter 3) 

Sharing Community 
Resources: Satisfying our 
Needs and Wants 

Adaptations for Human, 
Plant and Animal Survival 

Theme 4 
(Quarter 4) 

Symbols of Our American 
Community 

Riding the Waves of Sound 
and Light 

 
Arts Integration 

Throughout this year we will be integrating the arts at least once a 
month into our classroom.   “Arts integration is instruction that integrates content 
and skills from the arts—dance, music, theater, and the visual arts—with other 
core subjects. Arts integration occurs when there is a seamless blending of the 
content and skills of an art form with those of a co-curricular subject.” 

http://www.artseveryday.org/WhatWeDo/detail.aspx?id=166 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school proudly partners with Arts Everyday to help bring innovative art 
programs to our first graders. 

http://www.artseveryday.org/WhatWeDo/detail.aspx?id=166
http://www.artseveryday.org/


 
 

Field Trips 
Throughout the year we will go on field trips to enhance 

what we are learning in the classroom. Field trips are directly 
related to our curriculum.  Please look for more information 
on field trips in the first few weeks of school!  
 
**Before the first field trip, your child’s teacher needs to 
receive FULL payment for field trips.   
  
In order to go on these field trips students need to: 

● Have 0 discipline referrals. 
● Hand in a permission slip by the due date 
● Have good attendance and not have any 

excessive unexcused absences. 
**This policy is in place for the safety of all students, and to 

ensure that all students are able to get the most out of their 
field trip experience.** 

*If your family is experiencing financial hardship, please contact 
your child’s teacher. 

 
We love to have parent chaperones on our field trips. 

For specific trips, we will only be able to bring a specific 
number of chaperones.  Chaperones will be picked for 
these trips on a first come first serve basis.   

 
When chaperoning on a trip please keep these 

guidelines in mind: 
● You are in charge of your assigned group.   



● You are responsible for the safety of your group. 
Please ensure that the students follow the school 
and field trip rules at all times.   

● Please do not buy souvenirs/gifts for your group. 

Behavior 
First grade teachers use the color clip system. Please 

refer to your child’s teacher for any additional behavior 
plans.   

Classroom Rules: 
● Follow our school Tribes Agreements: 

-Listening with our eyes, ears, and heart 
-Respecting self, classroom, and school community. 
-Choosing to participate or pass. 
-Appreciating our friends. 
 

Consequences for not following the rules: 
 
Each child deserves the best learning environment 

possible in order to develop to their fullest potential.  If a 
student is unable to follow the tribes agreements he/she will 
follow the BCPS Code of Conduct which states students 
after a child breaks an agreement he/she: 

-Receives a verbal warning 
-In class time out in Classroom “Chill Zone” or “Break 
Area” 
-Student sent to a buddy teacher 
-Student sent to our school behavior specialist. 

 
If the protocol above is followed and a child is still unable to 
participate appropriately in the classroom, in school 

http://tribes.com/about/


suspension/lunch detention will be considered depending 
on the infraction. 

Homework 
 

All first graders have a homework notebook and folder. 
The folder will hold important school paperwork.  Your child 
will be getting a weekly homework assignment that is to be 
completed in the homework notebook.  This assignment will 
be handed out every Monday and needs to be handed in 
the following Monday.  It is your child’s responsibility to hand 
in their homework and make sure it is completed.  Please 
sign your child’s homework every week.  Homework must be 
signed in order for your child to receive full credit.   

Homework is very important because it builds 
responsibility and reinforces the concepts that are taught in 
class.  Homework is not new learning but practice of 
already introduced skills.  Homework is not designed for the 
child to complete independently. They will need an adult's 
supervision and in many cases participation to complete 
their assignments.  The more you participate in your child's 
education, the more he or she will get out of their 
education.  So have fun spending time together and 
learning together!  If homework seems too challenging 
please schedule a conference with your child’s teacher. 

 

 
 



Ways to help your child with their homework: 

● Have a quiet and comfortable place for them to sit 
down and do their work without distractions.  

● Set a routine.  Do homework the same time every 
night.  For example at 4:00 or any other agreed upon 
time.   

● Participate and support your child but do not do their 
homework for them!   

● Read the directions to them, and then restate the 
directions in your own words.   

● Give examples not found in the assignments.   
● Have resources available like a dictionary, pencils, 

paper, etc.   

Homework counts as part of your child’s participation 
grade.  Please help your child complete homework packets 
weekly! 

First Grade Schedule 
Here are the first grade specials schedules:**Students 

must wear their gym uniform only on their gym days.   
 

 
 

Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri 

Ms. Salazar  Gym  Art    Media  Music 

Ms. DiMuzio  Music  Gym    Art  Library 

Ms. Harris  Music 
Media 

    Gym  Art 

Ms. Joab  Art  Library  Gym    Music 



 
 

Lateness/ Absences 
 

First grade is a very important year for learning how to 
read.  Students need to be in school EVERY day.  School 
starts at 7:50 and students start learning right away. 
Students need to be here on time every day.  Breakfast is 
the most important meal of the day.  Free breakfast is 
available everyday at 7:30 in the cafeteria.  

If your child misses a day of school, please send in a 
note explaining your child’s absence.  If your child misses 
one day of school, it is not necessary for them to makeup 
missed work, however, if two or more days of school are 
missed then see your teacher to make sure your child is able 
to catch up on class work.   If your child is going to be 
absent for a long amount of time, please see your child’s 
teacher for work they will miss.   
 

Safety Procedures 
By following proper entry and exit procedures, we can 

ensure the safety of your child and the other children in first 
grade.   Please be sure to adhere to the following 
procedures: 

● No child will be dismissed from school 30 minutes 
before the end of the school day. 

● Children must shake their teacher’s hand or give 
them a high five in the courtyard, before they may 
leave.   

● You MUST get a visitor’s pass before going to your 
child’s classroom.   



 
 

Parent Volunteers 
We love having parent volunteers help out in our 

classrooms.  If you would like to volunteer to work in a 
classroom, please speak to your child’s teacher and make 
an appointment with them.   
 
We can use volunteers for many different things including: 

● grading homework 
● leading small groups in reading and math instruction 
● making copies 
● cutting and creating games 
● help with special activities  
● and many other things… 

 
Thank you, 

The First Grade Team 
 


