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Contact Information

Teacher Room Email Phone
Kim Gordon 
Language Arts 

215 kgordon@pppcs.org 410.558.1230 ext. 307

Christy Looker
Mathematics

218 clooker@pppcs.org 410.558.1230 ext. 304

Steve O’Connell
Social Studies & 
Science

217 soconnell@pppcs.org 410.558.1230 ext. 312

Our preferred method for communication is Parent Square. If you need assistance setting up 
Parent Square, please let us know! 

Our Specials Schedule

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. 

Looker
(3A)

Music Library/
Media

Music Gym Art

O’Connell
(3B)

Gym Art Music Library/
Media

Music

Gordon
(3C)

Library/
Media

Music Art Music Gym

Scheduling a Conference

We would be happy to schedule a conference with you to discuss your child’s progress. We 
are available most days after school, but we ask that you reach out via Parent Square to 
schedule an appointment. Scheduling an appointment allows teachers to be fully prepared 
with your child’s grades, assessment scores, and any other relevant data we may need during 
the conference. We will get back to you within 48 hours to schedule a conference. 



When your child is engaging in Community Circles, they are…
• Building trust, positive feelings, and a sense of belonging within the classroom community.
• Connecting to other students.
• Being seen, being heard, and being known.
• Giving and receiving respect.

Language Arts, we will…
• Expand our vocabulary through weekly vocabulary words.
• Learn to write paragraphs.
• Respond to text using evidence.
• Develop reading comprehension skills through fiction and non-fiction literature.

In Mathematics, we will…
• Add, subtract, and round numbers up to 1,000.
• Learn multiplication and division facts.
• Calculate the area and perimeter of figures.
• Compare, order, and find equivalent fractions.
• Solve multi-step word problems.
• Justify and explain our answers.

In Social Studies, we will…
• Learn about the history of the United States through study of the first Americans (Native 

American Nations), explorers, and the Thirteen Colonies
• Explore geography through the study of maps, globes, continents, oceans, and landforms.
• Understand basic economics such as supply and demand, buyers and sellers, markets, 

goods, and services.

In Science, we will…
• Use the scientific method to investigate force and motion, properties and phases of matter, 

and magnetic energy.
• Study ecosystems and biodiversity.
• Explore weather, climate, the water cycle, and the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.

In Health, we will…
• Explore emotions and communication.
• Examine the steps of the decision-making process.
• Understand how to respond to emergency and non-emergency situations.
• Recognize the importance of balanced nutrition and physical activity.
• Learn to prevent colds and infections.

We follow the Maryland College and Career Ready Standards. In May, students will take the 
MCAP (Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program), which is replacing the PARCC test.

Curriculum Overview



Field Trips

Throughout the year we will go on field trips to enhance what we are learning in the 
classroom. Some of the field trips we are planning this year include:

• Audubon
• Arts On Stage
• The National Aquarium
• Maryland Science Center
• Loyola University
• Benjamin Banneker Historical Park and Museum 
• Maryland Zoo

In order to go on these field trips students need to:

 demonstrate responsible behavior in the classroom
 hand in a permission slip and money
 have good attendance

We love to have parent chaperones on our field trips. For certain trips, we will only be able to 
bring a specific number of chaperones. Chaperones will be picked for these trips on a first 
come first serve basis. You can sign up on Parent Square to volunteer.

When chaperoning on a trip please keep these guidelines in mind:

• You are in charge of your assigned group.
• You are responsible for the safety of your group. Please ensure that the students follow 

the school and field trip rules at all times.
• Please do not buy souvenirs/gifts for your group.

Field Trip Fees

Chaperones

We will collect money for each trip as it comes up. Fees normally range from $5-10 per trip to 
cover the cost of transportation and program participation fees. If you are interested in 
sponsoring another student, please reach out to your child’s teacher. 

We want all our students to be able to participate in field trips, so if money is an issue, please 
reach out to your child’s teacher and we will work with you to find a solution. 



Classroom Expectations

We have high expectations for all of our third-graders. The following classroom expectations 
are designed to support a safe and positive learning environment. Please review them with 
your child.

• Listen and follow directions quickly.
• Enter on time, prepared, and ready to learn.
• Always try your best and complete all assignments.
• Respect yourself and others.
• Be kind!

Rewards and Consequences

Tribes Community Agreements

Students will follow the Tribes Community Agreements of Patterson Park Public Charter School.

Students must show:
• Attentive Listening
• Mutual Respect
• Appreciation, No Put-Downs
• The Right to Participate and the Right to Pass 

Rewards for appropriate classroom behavior include:
• Academic success and personal satisfaction
• Opportunities to attend every field trip
• Verbal praise
• Swag Tags
• Participation in group rewards such as extra recess, movie and popcorn, hot chocolate, a trip 

to the playground, etc.  
• Prizes 

Consequences for not following the rules:
• First infraction: verbal warning 
• Second infraction: seat change or time in the “chill out” chair to take a break
• Third infraction: time out in buddy teacher’s classroom

If a child injures another child or continues inappropriate behavior, they will automatically 
move to red and will be referred to the behavior coach. If a child is on red during the week 
leading up to a field trip, they will lose the privilege of attending.  



Behavior Calendar

We will not be using a color clip chart this year. Instead, your child will receive a number for 
each class. These numbers are the same as those reflected on your child’s quarterly progress 
reports and report cards. In each class, they will receive a score of 1, 2, or 3 for their behavior. 

The calendar is on the front of your child’s take home folder. We ask that you initial it each 
night to let us know you have seen it. If your child has their calendar initialed every day, they 
will receive a prize at the end of the month!   

Homework

All 3rd grade students have a yellow homework folder. This folder will hold homework, parent 
paperwork/handouts, as well as your child’s behavior calendar. Third graders will have math 
and language arts homework every week. All homework is assigned on Monday and due on 
Friday. It is your child’s responsibility to hand in their homework on time and make sure it is 
completed. Homework counts for 10% of their grade, so students who do not complete 
homework will drop one letter grade. 

Homework is important because it helps reinforce what the students are learning that week in 
school and to review necessary skills. Homework will be graded based on effort and 
completion. Homework can be turned in up to one day late (on Monday) for half credit. Any 
homework later than one day will not be accepted for credit. If a student is absent, homework 
is expected to be completed upon the child’s return to school.

1 Great Day! 
The student made good choices and consistently followed 

classroom expectations.  

2 Needs 
Improvement

The student needed reminders or redirection in order to follow 
classroom expectations. 

3 Parent Contact
The student continued not following classroom expectations after 

multiple reminders and redirection. In more serious cases, they 
may receive a referral to the behavior coach.    



Celebrating Birthdays 

We understand birthdays are a very special and memorable time to celebrate with friends.  If 
you choose to bring in items to celebrate your child’s birthday, you are welcome to share with 
the class in the cafeteria during lunch time, which is at 11:25 each day.  Celebrating in the 
classroom is difficult due to the nature of our schedule, so if it is not possible to come in during 
lunch time, we ask that you give your homeroom teacher at least 24 hours’ notice in order to 
plan accordingly.

Toy Policy 

Purse, Fanny Pack, and Pencil Case Policy

We find purses, fanny packs, and pencil cases to be a distraction in the classroom. Please 
prevent your child from using a purse, fanny pack, or pencil case during school hours. If there is 
a necessary reason for your child to carry a purse or fanny pack with them, please speak with 
your child’s homeroom teacher.

Please keep toys at home! Any toys that are brought to school and used during academic time 
will be confiscated and returned at the teacher’s discretion. (This includes but is not limited to: 
Pokémon cards, Legos, Shopkins, Slime, fidgets, etc.)

Cell Phone Policy  

We understand you would like your child to be able to contact you in the event of an 
emergency however; cell phones can be a distraction and easily lost during the school day. If 
your child must bring a phone to school, we ask that it remain OFF and away during the school 
day. Moreover, we would be happy to lock the phone in a file cabinet for safe keeping during 
the school day. If the phone is heard or seen by a teacher, he/she will give the phone to 
administration. Administration may return the phone at the end of the day or require that a 
parent/guardian come to collect the phone. 

We are so excited to work together to provide your child with a successful 3rd

grade year! Please contact your child’s homeroom teacher with any questions 
or concerns!

-The 3rd Grade Team
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